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Mind games: Spotting weakness in your opponent

BY STEVE
CHICAGD TRINUNE

Mike McDermott, the charac-
ter portrayed by Matt Damon in
Rounders, opens the seminal
poker movie with the game's
most basic rule: “If you can’t
spot the sucker in the first half-
hour at the table, then you ARE
the sucker.”

Al April's $25, -in
World tli'::;lmr Tour champion-

at Las Vegas' Edlqia..lmh
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not the sucker, he at least spot-
ted a player he could take advan-
tage of, The player in question
sal in Seat 6, which was middle
ition in this hand. With
inds at $50-5100, Seat & made
it $300 to go. Holding K-9 of
hearts, Arieh called from the
small blind. The big blind also
called

“That's the kind of guy | want
to play a lot of hands with, be-
cause | can tell he's real active
early,” said Arieh, who has won
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two World Series of Poker
bracelets and finished third in
the 2004 Main Event.

*I'd never seen him before,
but [ thought he was going to

amblulnd gethischipsinina
d spot. He'd been in over 50

percent of the hands. If it wasa
good player doing it, I'd think it
was a good strategy, but I'd nev-
erseen the guy before, and it's
one of those that 1
he was getting in too deep
playing too many hands "
Three pla:.n:rs saw a flop of
E-5-2, giving Arieh the second-
nut-flush draw. He checked, as
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did the big blind. The original
raiser for a minute and
bet out . Arieh called. The
umwm] i
“Early on, w picked up
from him is that he's not think-
in{mui:h..‘hriahuid “When
gtuhlud,hﬂmﬁngfm
fast, and when he
duﬂn‘lhmnhmd.'!u'uﬂing
fast and folding. So, he t
fora minute, and | thought, ‘He's
weal. If it doesn't come a big
card on the turn, I'm going to try
to take the pot away from him." "
The turn came the 7 of di-
amonds, giving Arieh an open-
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two overcards.
“A 6-7-8 board is a bad board

toa hand like A-K and A-(), be-
cause I'm in the blind and he
doesn’t know what | have,” said
Arieh, who represents the|B

dog.com online site. “The 7 ol 01
amonds is a huge card. | could
easily have made two pair. |
could have made a straight. |
wanted to represent two pair. |
didn't care if he called, because |
Wils, o bet again on the riv-

er. | was fairly confident he
didn't hmwo-lglrf

Arieh bet $2,300, about the
size of lhepuL'I‘heun;im.lmu-
er folded without showing his
cards.

“One thing I'm always
to do is manage the size of th

ainst opponents who
aren't afraid roptn chips inthe
pot,” Arieh said. “1 could've
check-raised on 'the flop and
tried 1o take it there, but I'm out
of position. The bigger the
gﬂp;,,im more admmernge ﬁ(
the guy with position has.

Tabie talk
Middle position: Seats 4-6 in
a nine-handed game.




